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Head of

Foundation’s
Report

I am pleased to report that the
School has had a very successful and
noteworthy year. Not only, as part of
our incorporation process, did we
become a different charity this year,
but we also obtained record GCSE
results and a marvellous ISI inspec-
tion report.

The Chairman of Governors,
Professor Michael Burdekin OBE,
retired during this academic year. He
completed outstanding service for the
school in his five years as Chairman
and twenty-five years as a Governor.
In a very understated way, as chair-
man he transformed a good govern-
ing body into a superb organisation
with a clear structure and dynamic
procedures.

He set up a2 nominations commit-
tee with an induction process for
new governors so that all could be
considered objectively with the whole
process open to scrutiny; in this way
you could be assured that what was
happening was completely transpar-
ent. He also ensured that all com-
mittees had terms of reference. This
ultimately led to our process of incor-
poration, so that we are now a new
charity with a new charity number,
completely up-to-date
working practices and
an additional Royal
Charter, a photograph
of which is reproduced
on the cover of this An-
nual Report.

On a personal level,
Professor Burdekin was
a terrific support to the
Senior Management
team and me; I always
found him approach-
able and helpful whilst
still holding us all to
account for the educa-
tion of our pupils. He
was a remarkable serv-
ant to the school and I
am happy to record the
debt that he is owed by
King’s.

His replacement as
Chairman of Governors
was a hard act to follow
but our new Chair, Mr
Dicken’s interest in the
school and his enthu-
siasm for the work that
we do has long been
evident. He is an excel-
lent listener and has
all the qualities to do
a superb job. Needless
to say, Mr Dicken was
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not daunted by having to appoint a
new head and set about the task in

a very professional manner. With an
excellent field, and after two rounds
of interviews, involving governors,
senior staff, meetings with pupils

and a presentation to the panel, Dr
Simon Hyde emerged as everyone’s
favourite person for the job: he will
take up the post in September 2011.
Like his father and brother, Dr Hyde
is a former pupil; he is also a first-rate
academic who understands the King’s
ethos of excellence in all areas. Not
only can I foresee a smooth transition
as I hand over the reins to Dr Hyde,
but I am also confident that the foun-
dation is in good hands. I would like
to congratulate the Governing Body
on their excellent appointment.

In academic matters, the percent-
age of A*/B grades at A level was 75%,
close to the record set last year. Hik-
mat Hasan obtained 4 A* grades and
Hannah Smith 5 A levels, 2 at A* and
3 at A grade. In all, 12 pupils obtained
4 A/A* grades or better and one in
five candidates produced 3 A/A*
grades or better. In a year when find-
ing university places proved difficult
for many, we had few problems.

At GCSE, 64% of grades were A*
or A which is a school record. Eliza-
beth Bell gained 10 A*s and Elizabeth
Jessop, David Ormrod-Morley and
Rebecca Massie achieved 9 A* grades.
Rebecca actually gained 10 GCSEs
and Ellie Strutt obtained 11, all at
A/A* level. One fifth of the year group
obtained 9 A/A* grades, which is truly
outstanding, and very pleasing.

These results are, of course, a
tribute to the hard work of the pupils
involved but none of their success
would be possible without the com-
mitment of our teachers and support
staff, who dedicate significant time
and effort in order to further the edu-
cation of our students.

In addition to our academic suc-
cesses, there have been many other
praiseworthy achievements this year,
in a wide spectrum of endeavours
including sport, music and drama. I
cannot dwell on them now, but I was
delighted to see them recognised
in the report that followed our ISI
Inspection last November where our
achievement in activities outside
the classroom was considered to be
outstanding. The Senior Manage-
ment Team work exceptionally hard
on behalf of our pupils and
it was pleasing to see them
specifically mentioned for
their leadership in the report.
They are quite simply the
best team with whom I have
ever worked.

As part of the process of
incorporation, the public
benefit King’s provides to
the community was assessed
and we have now passed this
test. One of the factors in all
this is the £20,000 that the
foundation regularly collects
annually for good causes.
The Quincentenary Bursary
Scheme is a significant part of
this benefit and it goes from
strength to strength. The
fund has regularly helped
over a dozen pupils in the
Sixth Form every year. I am
proud to say that it has raised
over £400,000 in eight years
and King’s still remains true
to the aims of it founders.

This is the last time I shall
write to you in these pages,
so may I take this opportu-
nity to thank you all for your
interest in, and continu-
ing support of, the School
throughout my tenure as
Head of Foundation.



Welcome to the following members
of staff who joined King’s during the
academic year 2009 - 2010

Donald Forbes became the new
Head of Drama on the retirement of
Frank Walker. He graduated in English
and Education from the University of
York and left his previous post as Cur-
riculum Manager for Performing Arts
at Stoke-on-Trent Sixth Form College.
He has also been Head of Depart-
ment at Buxton Community School
and has had a successful career as a
touring actor and youth theatre direc-
tor. He enjoys golf, singing, playing
the saxophone and running.

Mark Hornby joined the Support
Staff Team in February in the position
of Caretaker at Cumberland Street.
He is a fully qualified electrician. He
is a keen footballer at both 5 and 11
a-side, and a supporter of Manchester
City.

Caroline Hulme-McKibbin re-
placed Geoff Shaw as Principal of

the Junior Division. She previously
worked at King’s before securing her
role as Head of Junior School at Alder-
ley Edge School for Girls in 2005. She
graduated in English from Homerton
College, Cambridge and her interests
include the theatre, swimming, read-
ing, music, dance and sport.

Jamie MacGregor became the new
Head of Economics and Business
Studies. He worked as a teacher of
Economics and Business Studies at
Cheadle Hulme School for six years.
He is a graduate in Economic Science
from the University of Aberdeen and
has also studied Human Resource
Management. He has worked as a
financial recruitment consultant and
as a Head Tennis Coach and Pro-
gramme Director at a summer camp
in America for many years.

Simon Mercer replaced Andrew
Green as the new Director of Mu-
sic. He graduated in Music from the
University of Sheffield. He previ-
ously worked as Music Co-ordinator
at Cheadle and Marple Sixth Form
College, and has also worked at St
Ambrose College and Cheadle Hulme
School. Apart from music, he enjoys
hill walking, industrial archaeology;,
architecture and photography.

Simon Thomas replaced Philip
Atkinson in the Junior Division.

He graduated in Classics from the
University of St Andews and took a
Post Graduate Diploma in Law before
taking a PGCE. He worked for several
years as a solicitor but worked as a
teacher at Moorside Primary School,
Swinton before joining King’s. His in-
terests include sports, outward bound
pursuits, family history research,
cinema and theatre.

Olivia Walwyn became the new
Librarian/Information Professional at
Fence Avenue. She graduated in Eng-
lish Literature and Philosophy from
Durham University and has an MA

in Political Philosophy, a PGCE and
has also completed an MA in Library
and Information Management. She
previously worked as a Librarian and
Library Assistant for Cheshire East and
West. She enjoys athletics, camping,
swimming and drama.

Matthew Ward joined the Comput-
ing and IT Department as a Teacher.
He graduated in Business Studies
from the University of Huddersfield.
Before retraining as a teacher, he
worked as a Business Analyst. He
previously taught at Liverpool College
for 5 years. His interests include tae
kwon do, CCF, rock climbing, running
and hiking.

Mrs Christine Warr joined King’s in
the role of After-School Supervisor/Li-
brary Assistant at Cumberland Street.
She has a General Science degree
and has also studied cartography;,
geographical information systems
and computer studies. She previously
worked as an Assistant at Bridge Col-
lege, Offerton and is also a home-
based web designer.

Miss Ann-Marie Whalley replaced
Lucy Hewitson as an Economics

and Business Studies Teacher. She
completed her PGCE at the University
of Manchester having graduated in
Management Studies from Leeds Uni-
versity. She enjoys keeping fit, jogging
and aerobics.

We also welcomed Francis Bryant
on a part-time basis as a Temporary
Hockey Coach during his Gap Year
and Theresa Olsen-Rong as a Tem-
porary Sports Coach, after she had
graduated in Economics and Econom-
ic History from York University.

Hail & Farewell

In October 2009, we also welcomed
Mirjam Kechout as German Lan-
guage Assistant, Noemie Lemaitre
as French Language Assistant and
Jacobo Paz Gonzalez as Spanish
Language Assistant.

We also say hail and farewell to
Ms Sharon Keeton who joined the
Junior Division to cover Lorraine
Cunliffe’s maternity leave and to
Mr Andrew Ewen who joined the
English Department to cover for staff
absence.

..... and Farewell

Tony Browne

Tony Browne gave King’s 23 years of
his 38 year teaching career, which

is generous in anyone’s book! Tony
always had a smile for his colleagues
and for his pupils, managing, despite
the considerable changes going on

all around him, to retain a sense of
tradition. With a cheeky sense of
humour, he was very much of the, ‘If
it’s not broken, don’t fix it’, school

of thought, an approach which every
department needs. Tony was a strong
presence in the classroom; pupils
always found him to be a rock, a
dependable teacher who would never
let them down and who knew what he
was teaching inside out; they knew ex-
actly where they stood with him and
this aspect of his relationship earned
him much praise.

Tony gave freely of his time to
extra-curricular sport at King’s, coach-
ing both Rugby and Athletics. A keen
rugby player himself, Tony coached
various age groups at the school, how-
ever, possibly the most memorable
has been the partnership he had with
Alan Mclnnes on the U13 squad. They
had a number of successful seasons, a
highlight being the 2000-2001 squad
when the A XV remained unbeaten
throughout, and after winning the
Solihull Sevens, the team reached the
quarter finals at Rosslyn Park.

Tony was enthusiastic about his
Rugby, however he was passionate
with regard to Athletics. Chairperson
of Cheshire Schools Athletics, he or-
ganised the Macclesfield and District
Meetings for numerous years. Very
knowledgeable with regard to tech-
nical aspects of the sport, he always
encouraged all performers to achieve
their best. He was responsible for the
school producing many fine ath-
letes and, under his direction, teams
reached the English Schools’ finals. It
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is with great relief, that he will return
to coach Athletics at the school in the
future.

Taking school trips has also been
one of his many roles. Nicknamed
‘Mr Tours’, he accompanied more
overseas adventures than any other
member of staff. We wish him a long,
healthy and happy retirement — and
those students, parents and staff who
have enjoyed Tony’s quiz for the past
15 years will be delighted to hear that
he will continue to run the Christmas
quiz.

PJC

Rachel Cookson
Rachel Cookson joined the Infants
when the Division opened in 1997 as
a Reception Teacher and was also the
Art Display Coordinator. After twelve
years of dedicated service, Rachel left
King’s to take up a position as Head
of Early Years at Terra Nova School.
Rachel influenced many pupils, staff
and parents over the years; they
owe her a great deal and she will be
greatly missed by our school commu-
nity. However, it is pleasing that her
significant talents and skills have been
recognized and we wish Rachel every
success and happiness for the future,
confident in the knowledge that she
will enjoy the responsibility which
will come with her exciting new chal-
lenge.

CJHM
Ruth Crowley
Ruth came to King’s from Manchester
High School as a bright young new
Senior Subject teacher for Mathemat-
ics at Fence Avenue. The role has
been a demanding one and I struggle
to think of anyone who could have
thrown herself into the challenge
with such boundless energy and
enthusiasm. Ruth was a model SST,
being a good communicator who was
always willing to discuss ideas. She
very much represented the girls and
their Mathematics education, and was
always willing to give up extra time
to promote developments at Fence
Avenue. From the outset, it was clear
that she had total command of the
role and was a person in whom the
Department could have complete
confidence. With our unique configu-
ration, the SST at Fence Avenue is
vital to the success of the department
and Ruth carried out her role flaw-
lessly over seven years. She was held
in great respect by her classes in the
Sixth Form and the Girls’ Division;
Ruth was a wonderfully organised
classroom practitioner who inspired
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confidence and enthusiasm in all
who came into contact with her. Of
the many events that she became
involved in, perhaps the highlight
was in 2010 when she proudly led

the girls’ team to first place in the
regional Maths Team Challenge, tak-
ing them on to the national final in
London, where a long, tough but very
enjoyable day was had by all.

Ruth returns to Manchester High,
and we wish her well in her new role
there and for the future.

PJC
Kate Darch
Kate joined King’s in 2003, and
quickly settled to the demands of the
school, establishing good relation-
ships with pupils and colleagues. This
characterized her time working at the
school, during which she was help-
ful to and approachable for pupils,
always seeing the language learning
process from their perspective and
gently moving them on with warmth
and encouragement. Within the
French Department, she brought a
fresh and individual point of view, of-
ten drawing on her extensive pastoral
awareness of pupils and pragmatic ap-
proach to matters. She taught across
the age ranges and supported Year
8 boys in their studies and showed
dedication in running her House in
the Boys’ Division. She twice ran a
very successful and popular trip for
the Sixth Form to the Chateau de
la Baudonniere; former pupils still
speak with enthusiasm about these
trips and how much they learned of
the French language and culture. Kate
also showed huge commitment and
flexibility, often calmly stepping in
and acting when difficulties arose.
We will miss Kate’s humour, warmth,
competence and reliability; we hope
she will enjoy her extra responsibility
as Head of French at St Mary’s School,
Cambridge.

1ED
Reg Davenport
Reg arrived at King’s in 1982 from
Hipperholme Grammar School to
take up the post of teacher in charge
of rugby.

During a distinguished rugby play-
ing career, he had represented Wasps,
Bradford and Yorkshire, captaining
his adopted county on a number of
occasions. His passion for the game
has been a feature of his time at
King’s and a great number of boys
have benefited from his enthusiasm
and expertise.

During his tenure as Master i/c

Rugby, the high standards already set
by Peter Mathews were maintained.
Highlights were appearances of the 1*
XV in two consecutive Oxford finals,
a semi-final of the Rosslyn Park Na-
tion Sevens and a season when the
1% XV only lost twice in 22 matches.
Many players of skill and determina-
tion were produced whilst Reg was in
charge, most notably Jos Baxendale
and Richard Pool-Jones who both
went on to represent England - quite
a record for one teacher in charge at
one school.

Reg was also a very successful
cricketer, playing county league crick-
et and he coached the U15 school
side, with his team of 1994 reaching
the U15 Lord Taverners’ final at Trent
Bridge and, six years later, he took a
team to the semi-finals.

In the English department, Reg
very quickly became a highly respect-
ed teacher of the subject, first in the
lower school, then at GCSE and AS
levels.

Reg was an outstanding English
teacher, who remained passionate
about his subject as anybody who
observed his lessons can testify: they
were exciting and interesting with all
students involved, all contributions
welcomed. Year 11s still speak fondly
about their study of a poem about
pigeons in Year 9 and how Mr Daven-
port’s legendary pigeon impersona-
tion helped them to ‘unlock the text’.
But most importantly, Reg’s lessons
were all about addressing individual
needs, boosting student self-esteem,
and caring. His commitment went
beyond class time. Lunchtime, after
school, holidays: Reg was ever ‘on-
call’ to support, to guide, to motivate
students. Reg instilled in our students
a commitment to high standards; he
led by example.

Reg was also committed to en-
couraging students to experience the
arts in all forms and over the years,
he organised countless theatre trips;
the annual Kids’ Lit Quiz and visits
from outside speakers. Again, for Reg,
education is not just confined to the
classroom; it’s also about experienc-
ing new horizons, which often took
the form of rugby tours to Australia,
New Zealand, Argentina and Chile,
cricket, and Duke of Edinburgh expe-
ditions.

As a colleague, Reg was peerless.
He was a fantastic Senior Subject
Teacher in the Boys’ Division and it
was a privilege to work alongside him.
The Department and the school will



miss Reg’s kindness and his well-cho-
sen words of encouragement: from
Reg Davenport, they really mattered.
We wish him every happiness for the
future and thank him whole-heartedly
for all that he has given to King’s.
LCD/DMH

Jeff Dodd

Since joining the school, Jeff has been
a mainstay of the Hockey staff and for
the last 15 years has been Master i/c
of the sport. On many Wednesdays,
Jeff quietly set off to play matches
with the 1% XI in far-flung destinations
around the North West and the Mid-
lands. Not satisfied with the scenic
delights of Birkenhead and Cannock,
he also organised tours to South Af-
rica and, always keen to set a good ex-
ample, can produce pictorial evidence
of training with the squads. With staff
often in short supply to take Hockey
teams, Jeff’s commitment was a major
reason for the sport’s continuation

at the school. Although Hockey was
Jeff’s main sporting interest, he also
took the U12 cricket team for many
years; he was always encouraging and
enthusiastic.

Jeff Dodd gave King’s 21 years of
his 34 year teaching career, which is
generous by anybody’s yardstick — he
was clearly having far too good a time
of it! Certainly his demeanour was
always one of cheer and optimism
(positive stroking) and this came out
in both his teaching and his day-to-
day dealings with pupils and col-
leagues. Jeff had the good fortune to
be teaching through the revolution of
the last decade ... interactive white-
boards, electronic registration, annoy-
ingly regular emails from his Head of
Department and (latterly) cross-siting.
He took all this in his stride, never be-
ing one to hold back but rather, open
to ideas to develop effective teach-
ing. Jeff was a real career teacher and
never stopped playing with the minds
of his young charges in an effort to
bring out understanding, apprecia-
tion and wonder; the hallmark of an
excellent teacher. We wish him a long,
healthy and happy retirement.

PJC
Tony Hallatt
Throughout his time at King’s, Tony
was a Sixth Form Tutor and a Boys’
Tutor, in charge of the dining hall and
the Rock Building. He ran General
Studies when it was not examined,;
was a GCSE course work modera-
tor and was one of the first to teach
AS Level English Language. Tony has

also been Acting Head of the Eng-
lish Department. He accompanied
numerous trips to Germany, to the
Hebrides to support the Geology
department, Year 9 and Year 7 camps,
and Duke of Edinburgh trips. In

his role in charge of charities, Tony
co-ordinated a significant number of
campaigns and fund raising. He was a
driving force in making the students
socially responsible, getting them to
think of others. He ran the Landscape
Modeling club and numerous theatre
trips. For Tony, learning about his
students, seeing what made them
tick, was not something that just hap-
pened in the classroom. He saw the
value of extra-curricular life and was
always prepared to give up his time to
support the students at King’s.

As Union representative, Chair of
the Staff Salaries Committee, and the
Chairperson of the Staff Executive
Committee, Tony was always a willing
support for other members of staff,
providing helpful liaison with the
Governors and Heads of Foundation.

Tony was a valuable colleague:
generous with his time, supportive
and helpful. He was also great com-
pany and regaled many with stories of
King’s past that has kept staff highly
amused.

Tony was a popular teacher
with students of all ages because
he listened and was interested in
their achievements; he saw them as
individuals. Tony was an excellent col-
league, a great support and we wish
him every happiness and success in
the future.

LCD
Lynda Palazzo
Lynda, who joined the English De-
partment in September 1999, left
King’s this year in order to pursue
other interests. Born in Pietermaritz-
burg, South Africa, she was educated
both in South Africa and in England.
After a degree from the University of
Durham, she continued her studies
at the University of Bari, Italy, and the
University of Natal, Durban, South
Africa, finally returning to the Uni-
versity of Durham for her PhD. After
many years as an English lecturer in
South Africa, she returned to England
and joined King’s, having completed a
PGCE at the Manchester Metropolitan
University.

An Italian husband and four sons
allowed her very little time for hob-
bies, but she managed to find the
time to tend her horses and her gar-
den, and to keep up her singing and

Hail & Farewell

her writing. Her first book, on the
feminist theory of the poet Christina
Rossetti, was published by Palgrave
Press in 2002. Lynda taught in both
the Girls’ Division and the Sixth Form
and will be fondly remembered by
many pupils and staff. We wish her
well in her many activities.

GNB
Jen Panton
Jen joined the Junior Division in 2005
as a class teacher and IT coordinator.
She graduated in Russian Language
and Literature and taught at the Brit-
ish International School in Moscow.
She ran many clubs for the Juniors,
such as IT and Russian.

Jen is embarking on an exciting
new phase of her life as she and her
family spend a culturally enriching
year in the European Alpine region.
Upon their return, they will relocate
to Gloucestershire. Jen’s dedication
to the pupils and her contribution to
the development of ICT and literacy
in the curriculum have been out-
standing.

CJHM
Jenny Pinkham
Jenny arrived in 2001 as Head of
General Science and Teacher of
Chemistry. She took on a number of
additional roles in her nine years at
the school, including co-ordinator of
the Gifted and Talented Enrichment
programme at the Boys’ site, Chair of
the Stress Management Committee
and Manager of the Girls’ 1% XV rugby
team. She also played a key role in
setting up the very successful King’s
Equestrian squad and put many hours
into weekend events and competi-
tions.

Jenny was a very popular Sixth
Form Tutor and a highly regarded
teacher in both the Boys’ and Girls
divisions. In her role as Head of
General Science, Jenny was well
known for her creative and innova-
tive approaches to teaching and
learning. She raised the profile of
the Year 7 Science club at the Boys’
site by introducing exciting hands-
on activities and demonstrations.

She was instrumental in organising
the refurbishment of the General
Science prep room and one of the
laboratories; both staff and pupils
have benefitted from this state-of-the-
art working environment. Jenny was
also a key member of the Flashes and
Bangs road show team - a successful
Chemistry demonstration lecture,
delivered to pupils and other teachers
in a range of venues.

)



Hail & Farewell

It is no surprise that Jenny has been
appointed as Head of Chemistry at
Newcastle-under-Lyme School; we
wish her every success in her future
career.

LCW
Clive Potter
Clive joined King’s as Estates Man-
ager in January 1993, having previ-
ously worked as a partner in his own
architects’ practice. He arrived just as
the School was expanding with the
opening of the Girls’ Division at Fence
Avenue. He has served 17 years with
the school and has worked tirelessly
for the School throughout that time.

Clive is one of those people who
gets on with everyone and nothing is
too much trouble. He has a good eye
for detail and can sketch a scheme,
although it sometimes took us a while
actually to get the work done.

Clive was always happy to go that
extra mile for the school, its staff and
pupils — literally, on occasions, when
he would willingly offer to drive mini-
buses to away fixtures at short notice.

He built up a team of staff who are
able to take on most jobs in the school
and, if we have not got the right tool,
Clive will either find one or fashion it
from the various bits of things he has
squirrelled away under his desk. He is
leaving us with a team of contractors
on whom we rely to get the big jobs
sorted over the summer holiday pe-
riods. He worked with Peter Jackson,
the new Estates managetr, to pass on
his knowledge and experience.

Clive is looking forward to the
future and has many plans and ideas.
Over recent years he has travelled a lot
and, hopefully, Clive will still come in
to see his former colleagues as he will
be much missed.

JMSP
Andy Rice
Andy was appointed as Master i/c Rug-
by at King’s, replacing Paul Halewood,
in September 2001. He left, nine years
later with the sport in a healthy state
and with his period of leadership
having encompassed some notable
SUCCESSES.

The 1st XV won the Sedbergh Tens,
had an unbeaten season and reached
the last sixteen of the Daily Mail Cup.
Andy took senior tours to South Africa,
Argentina and New Zealand, giving
the boys fantastic opportunities to
play rugby and taste a different way
of life. His belief that as many boys as
possible should play rugby led him to
instigate C team matches for the Ul2s
and U13s.

Part of his role as a PE teacher
was to teach A Level and it was with
much amusement that his colleagues
viewed his efforts to embrace the
modern technology of teaching. A
naturally fun-loving and humorous
person, he will be remembered for
a long time by his colleagues. He is
moving to the RGS Lancaster as their
Director of Sport, undoubtedly one of
the top jobs in PE in the north, which
is a reflection of his success in his
time at King’s. We wish him well, but
cannot wish him too much success -
especially in matches against King’s!

DMH
Rupert Rule
Rupert joined the Economics and
Business Studies Department in
2008 after completing one of his
PGCE placements at King’s. He soon
established himself as an extremely
enthusiastic classroom practitioner;
teaching both AS and A2 Economics
and Business Studies. His friendly
demeanour and positive approach to
teaching and learning proved popular
with the students. It is therefore no
surprise that many of the students
develop a real passion for the subjects
and continue with them at degree
level.

Rupert immersed himself in extra-
curricular aspects of the school. He
ran a very successful U14 rugby team,
took charge of the golf team, travelled
abroad on four ski trips, and sang in
the Foundation Choir. The highlight
of his time at King’s came last sum-
mer when he toured New Zealand
with the senior rugby teams.

After two years at King’s, Rupert
has secured a promotion to be Head
of Economics at Birkenhead School.
We wish him every success in his
future career.

JSM
Anna Rutter
Anna spent two years at King’s as a
Note Taker in the Sixth Form Division.
She graduated in Social Policy and
Sociology from the University of Shef-
field and taught Religious Education,
Philosophy and Sociology for four
years before joining King’s. She left
King’s when the student she was help-
ing finished her A Levels and Anna
is now returning to teaching. Anna
played a full part in life at King’s, for
example lending her dancing skills to
the sixth form fashion show. We wish
her every success and happiness in
her new role as Head of Department
at St Edward C of E School in Leek.

THA

Zoe Taylor
Zoe joined King’s in 2003 from Man-
chester Grammar School and, since
then, taught in the Art Department in
the boys’, girls’ and 6th Form divi-
sions, with a year as Senior Subject
Teacher at the Girls’ Division. She also
coached hockey in the boys’ and girls’
divisions in her time with the school.
She quickly established herself as an
outstanding classroom practitioner
and she brought with her new and
innovative methods to improve the
delivery of her subject and aid stu-
dents’ learning. This stems from Zoe’s
talent as a practising artist outside the
classroom. Her calm and supportive
approach made her an instant hit with
both pupils and colleagues and she
has been an inspiring sixth form tutor.
She gave tirelessly of her time to help
pupils and nurture budding artists
and it is no surprise that a significant
number of her students have gone on
to achieve great success at university
in the fields of Art and Design. Those
amongst the staff who claim an inter-
est in producing artwork of their own,
have been grateful to her for instigat-
ing the Staff Art Exhibitions and she
will, no doubt, be back in her capacity
as an artist to exhibit with us in the
future. She leaves us for a position at
Withington Girls’ School and she will
be sorely missed in the Art Depart-
ment. We wish her every success in
her future endeavours.
DI
Graeme Wright
Graeme joined King’s in September
2008 as Head of the History depart-
ment. During his two years at the
school, he accompanied trips to
the First World War battlefields and
Munich, as well as introducing the 6th
form Holocaust Essay Competition,
and forged links with local universi-
ties. Graeme was a popular form tutor
in the Boys’ Division and contributed
to school life by umpiring cricket
matches, assisting with the U16
Rugby team and he accompanied the
school’s rugby tour of New Zealand.
We wish him well for the future
in his new post as Assistant Head at
Trent College.
LAC
We also said farewell to Vicky
Banks who was a teaching assistant
in the Nursery class: she left to study
for a PGCE at York University to en-
able her to become a fully-qualified
teacher.



Art & Design

This year saw much success and inno-
vation within the department, which
added an extra buzz to a typically
busy year. There have also been a
number of new and exciting curricu-
lar and extra-curricular developments.

Just a few weeks into term, we
started the year with a farewell to Mr.
Tony Jackson who had been with us
while Mrs. Taylor was on maternity
leave. He brought a wealth of ideas
and techniques to the department
and has remained a regular visitor.

The Art Department hosted its
series of Life Drawing evening classes
during the autumn term for sixth
form art students. We retained the
services of our excellent life model,
Stuart and students extended the
academic side of their drawing to
support their Human Form project.
There were some excellent sessions
including Slab building in Clay and
observation of movement, which
generated some exciting studies from
the students. The course was a great
success and we hope to continue
to work with Stuart during the next
academic year.

In the autumn term students were
invited to enter an open photogra-
phy competition sponsored by the
Merchant Taylors’ Company. Sophie
Woodley from Year 13 single-handedly
undertook all of the organization,
culminating in the in-house judging,
assisted by Dr Coyne and Miss Inman.
Over 100 entries from across all divi-
sions of school were trimmed down
to just 20 and these were exhibited at
the Merchant Taylors’ Hall in Lon-

don, where Elisha Diamond's entry
(below) was judged to be one of the
runners-up.

The success of the photography
competition was followed by an op-
portunity for lower school boys to get
involved in a competition to design a
new promotional leaflet for Beacon
Counselling, who work in schools
with children in need of emotional
support. There were a huge number
of entries from Years 7, 8 and 9 and
King’s School won first, second and
third prizes. Matthew Peers in Year 8
was selected as overall winner. Alex
Moore in Year 8, following his suc-
cess in the sculpture competition last
year, came second and Louis Wardle
in Year 9 came third. The organizers
praised the superb design skills of
our students and Matthew’s leaflet
was launched in July and is now used
throughout the community.

In December, all Year 12 and 13 art-
ists spent two days in London to take
in a number of important exhibitions.
Highlights of the trip included a visit
to the Saatchi Gallery to see the exhi-
bition ‘Abstract America’ which show-
cased the work of some of the leading
lights in contemporary American Art.
The major highlight however was
undoubtedly the day of lectures en-
titled “What is Art?” at the Dominion
Theatre. Such a question has troubled
artists and philosophers for centuries
and we were offered opinions from
four speakers with varied, thoughtful
and sometimes entertaining opinions.
The day opened with an unusual start
by Turner Prize winner Martin Creed
who left students wondering whether
they had witnessed a lecture or a
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piece of performance art. We then
heard Germaine Greer’s opinions on
the subject, which was always going to
be a controversial session. To lighten
the mood, the children’s illustrator
Quentin Blake gave us an insight into
his sixty years of work and finally the
students were offered inspirational
advice from Gary Hume, one of the
YBAs who emerged during the 90s
alongside Damien Hirst and Tracey
Emin. It was an exhilarating and ex-
hausting trip and the students came
away with a wealth of knowledge and
inspirations to take back to the studio.

In February, three students were
lucky enough to have work selected
for the Prestigious ‘Living Edge’
schools’ exhibition at the Lowry.

Tom Slater submitted a semi-abstract
portrait, Issy Bell had a drawing on
wood chosen and Matt Wreglesworth
displayed a large-scale close up self-
portrait. This was a great achievement
for students and all received prizes of
Art materials.

Also in February, the department,
led by Mrs. Threlfall, produced the
scenery for the Girls’ Division pro-
duction of ‘Return to the Forbidden
Planet’. The team had great fun with
the Sci-Fi interiors and printed T-shirts
and it provided a superb backdrop to
a hugely memorable production.

Hot on the heels of the Fence
Avenue production came Mr. Forbes’
first production at Cumberland Street,
‘The Government Inspector’. Mrs.
Campbell’s background in stage de-
sign and construction was invaluable
for both productions, and huge fun
was had creating slightly off-kilter inte-
riors for the Russian town that added
to the edginess of the production.

In March, 12 students were selected
for the Cheshire GCSE Artists Gifted
and Talented residential at the Con-
way Centre in Anglesey. The students
spent four days working alongside
professional artists and teachers, us-
ing the natural landscape of Anglesey
as inspiration. Students produced
some extremely mature work in
painting, mixed media, textiles, print,
digital media and sculpture and their
efforts were celebrated in an exhibi-
tion of their work in June, which sat
very comfortably alongside the work
of the A level Artists. The students
who were selected were Jamie Ham-
mill, Sam Underwood, Luke Singleton,
Harry Frost, Jonathan Emery, Tom
Slater, Charis Roberts, Eve Worthing-
ton, Yasmin Chambers, Rhea Bowers,
Charlotte James and Mary Thorp.
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During May and June, students in Years
7, 8 and 9 were busy working on a
competition sponsored by the Saatchi
Gallery on a theme of ‘Through The
Looking Glass’. The standard of entries
was excellent and approximately

fifty students’ work has been exhib-
ited on the Saatchi Gallery website.
The competition required artists to
recycle basic household materials

into a sculpture. In the past, we have
enjoyed much success in this competi-
tion, which has now been opened up
to international schools. It remains to
be seen how our students fare against
artists from across the globe, when it is
judged next term.

The success of the GCSE and A level
students was celebrated in their End
of Year shows during May and June.
The exhibitions were of an incredibly
high standard and the range of works
on display seems to expand with every
year. Students exhibited particularly
impressive works in painting, glass,
ceramics, digital media and textiles
and much of the work would not have
looked out of place in a professional
exhibition. It was a fitting end to a very
successful examination year for the
department.

In June, Year 10 GCSE students
spent a day at The Museum of Science
and Industry in Manchester, where
they had the opportunity to see the
Leonardo da Vinci exhibition in which
many of his theoretical inventions
were constructed. These alongside re-
productions of some of da Vinci’s most
famous paintings gave the students
stimulus for their coursework.

The department took its annual trip
to Trigonos in North Wales in July. The
students spent four particularly pleas-
ant days drawing, painting, sculpting
and photographing the stunning local
scenery around Snowdonia and they
will be able to develop the images
gathered into their final year’s work in
Year 13. This was another highly suc-
cessful collaboration with an outside
group that we have worked with now
for 10 years and the event provided a
fitting conclusion to a very successful
year all round.

Year 8 boys put our new suite of
Macs at Cumberland Street to good
use during the summer term. They
spent many lunchtimes learning how
to produce stop-frame animations and
a group from 8MRW produced a fin-
ished animation that they shared with
students in assembly.

We ended the year on a slightly sad
note as we bade farewell to Mrs. Taylor,
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who has worked in the art department
for seven years and has been pivotal to
the huge success of the department in
recent years. She will be greatly missed
as she moves on to Withington Girls’
School.

In all, this year served to highlight
just how talented and successful some
of our young artists are. We look
forward to extending opportunities
for our artists to flourish and succeed
even further in the next academic year.

DI

Biology

Throughout the year, students from
the department were involved in a
wide range of activities. The Biology
Club visited the ‘Blue Planet’ aquar-
ium, and continued to maintain the
snakes, fish and garden. As last year,
an excellent crop of tomatoes was
produced, but production was also
extended to include beans, cabbages,
lettuces, radishes, courgettes, mari-
golds and petunias (with raspberry
canes planted for next year)! Sadly,
our largest snake, Anthony, died over
Christmas and we also lost one of the
babies, Blane, from a few years ago.

The sixth form went to Tegg’s
Nose to compare vegetation cover in
grazed and un-grazed grassland, while
both the sixth form and Year 9 boys
visited the Bollin River to learn about
techniques in fresh water ecology and
to investigate indicators of pollution.

As an alternative to our usual resi-
dential field course to Anglesey, this
year the sixth form went to Formby
to learn about the conservation of an
important SSSI and to observe the
formidable erosion of the sand dunes.
The annual trip to Nowgen in Man-
chester to experience genetic engi-
neering techniques was made all the
more relevant by considering aspects
of evolution on the anniversary of
Darwin’s birth.

Members of Year 10 had a most
informative talk on renal failure and
dialysis given by a parent who is cur-
rently on treatment. This was an ex-
cellent opportunity to see the applica-
tion of some of the theory which they
had learned in their GCSE course.

At the time of writing, we are wait-
ing for a batch of chicks (and one
orphan swallow) to hatch; we shall
not be rearing these (the chicks at
least are destined to be pets) but see-
ing new life is an experience not to be
missed.

JRP

Biodiversity Project

The girls in Year 10 enjoyed a beauti-
ful sunny day at Chester Zoo after the
completion of their GCSE modules,
as a part of their end-of-term Biodi-
versity and Sustainability Project.

The aim of the day was to study
the role of the zoo in conservation
and the importance of its extensive
breeding programmes. The girls were
amazed by the biodiversity they en-
countered, with endangered species
ranging from crocodiles to orang-
utans and rhino. On return to school,
the girls produced some wonderful
pieces of work presenting their find-
ings, many of which were awarded
Departmental Commendations. The
girls also presented a hugely enter-
taining and informative assembly for
the Girls’ Division about their day,
which had been a wonderful visit for
all involved.

HLB

Chemistry

The new academic year began with
the news that Sarah Gales had
obtained the highest marks in the
country in the 2009 A level Chemistry
examinations. Sarah was awarded a
prize by the Royal Society of Chem-
istry’s Local Section Secretary and
invited to take part in a national
competition to award excellence in
Chemistry. Sarah wrote a prize-win-
ning essay which addressed the ques-
tion, “Why is Chemistry important in
your every day life?” She was invited
on an all-expenses paid trip to Boston
where she visited the Shire Human
Genetics Therapies site and both the
Massachusetts Institute of Technology
and Harvard campuses.

To celebrate National Chemistry
Week in November, Jim Street, Peter
Jackson and Jenny Pinkham put on
a Flashes and Bangs demonstra-
tion lecture for Year 7 boys. They
showed the boys a spectacular array
of chemical reactions and explained
the application and impact of these
reactions using easily understood sci-
ence. The show was repeated later in
the year by popular demand and this
time was attended by the younger
boys and the new Chair of Governors,
Arthur Dicken. The show then went
on the road to the Catalyst Museum
in Widnes, where it was performed in
front of pupils from King’s Girls’ and
a visiting school. Finally, the team was
invited to run a session at a North
East North West Standing Committee



for Science, (NENWSCS), conference
in York. This time the show took on a
different slant as it was performed for
a group of teachers and technicians:
Jim, Pete and Jenny explained how to
set up many of the demonstrations
and carry them out safely.

In April, the department invited Dr.
Colin Chambers to school to deliver a
revision day for sixth form pupils. Dr.
Chambers worked for AQA as princi-
pal examiner for Chemistry for many
years and currently holds the position
of Chair of Examiners; he has a wealth
of experience in delivering revi-
sion sessions. The pupils were very
impressed with the content of the day
and really appreciated Dr. Chambers’
handy hints and methods for answer-
ing questions on difficult topics.

In June, a team of four boys from
Year 8, (Ben Cree, Tom Eastgate,
Jonathan Pinches and Tony Maxi-
mous), and a team of four girls from
Year 7, (Amy Grimwood, Iona Mor-
phet, Eleanor McKenna and Grace
Leighton-Carr), attended the Salters’
Festival of Chemistry at Manches-
ter University. They took part in a
number of challenges throughout
the day, the aim of the event being to
promote an appreciation of Chemis-
try among younger pupils. The boys’
team was awarded first place out of
twenty teams from local schools and
were very pleased with their success.

Towards the end of a very busy
year we received the news that senior
technician, Peter Jackson had been
short listed for the Salters’ National
Awards for Science Technicians. Peter
has made it to the final six and will
be visited by members of the Awards
Committee so that they can see him
in action. Peter is an invaluable mem-

ber of the Chemistry department and
we are delighted that his achieve-
ments have been recognised.

LCW/JSS
Catalyst Lecture
The King’s Chemical demonstration
team once again lectured to a large
audience at the Catalyst Museum in
Widnes as part of National Chemistry
Week. Over 100 visitors watched the
team perform two one-hour shows
involving all the usual favourites
of exploding jelly babies and giant
foam worms as well as a few new
ones such as the cannon-fire reac-
tion which deposited a ceramic dish
on the ceiling of the lecture room
(much to everyone’s surprise!). The
lecture’s interactive nature, and the
fact that it continually appears about
to fall out of control, has the ability
to enthral people of all ages, which
was demonstrated by the 54 year age
gap between the youngest and oldest
member of the audience.

AN

National Chemistry Week
To celebrate national chemistry week,
fifty boys from Years 7, 8 and 9 attend-
ed a lunchtime son et lumiere dem-
onstration in the Cumberland Street
Chemistry lecture room. The smaller
venue only added to the excitement
of the lecture as exploding balloons
sent shock waves echoing around the
room. Starting with the elements and
moving on through fuels, oxidation
reactions, catalyst and low tempera-
ture chemistry, the lecture had all
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the students and a number of visiting
staff on the edge of their seats. Pete
Jackson, the school’s chief technician,
was, as ever, the star of the show, set-
ting light to his head with methane
bubbles, exploding jelly babies and
rattling windows with exploding Fairy
Liquid. Students also got to see an
egg fried at -196 degrees Celsius and a
plastic bottle destroyed with explod-
ing nail varnish remover. The lecture
was very well received and once again
showe